
 
 

  

eBooks for Computers 
and B/W Nooks 

The process for searching, borrowing and downloading ebooks is the same for Nooks with black and white 
(B/W) screens and for reading on a computer. B/W Nook users will take the additional step of plugging their 
device into the computer and transferring titles to it. NOTE: Nook Tablet users should follow the instructions 
in the OverDrive Mobile App handout. 
 
 

What you will need to download the Library’s OverDrive eBooks  

 Valid FCPL library card 

 Adobe Digital Editions installed on your home computer: http://www.adobe.com/products/digitaleditions/ 

 An Adobe ID, which can be obtained when you first open Adobe Digital Editions 

 

Searching for and checking out eBooks 

1. On a computer, go to Fairfax County Public Library’s digital media catalog http://fairfax.overdrive.com.  

2. Select Sign In located in the upper right corner, and enter your library card number and password.   

3. Search for a title or author or tap the menu icon on the right to browse Subjects or Collections. Use 

Advanced Search for more options, or use the Filters to limit by availability or EPUB or PDF eBooks.  

4. Select Borrow if the title is available. 

5. Select Place a Hold if all of the digital copies are checked out.  An email will be sent when the title 

becomes available.  
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Downloading an eBook 

1. Select the book icon in the upper right to see your Loans.            

2. Select Choose a Format for the item you want and choose either  

EPUB or PDF. 

3. Select Confirm to use Adobe Digital Editions.  

4. Select Open and the eBook will download to Adobe Digital Editions  

on your computer. 

5. If this is the first time using Adobe Digital Editions, you will  

have to authorize your computer using your Adobe Digital ID.  

Select Create an Adobe ID if you do not have one.  

6. The book downloaded to Adobe Digital Editions 

will open in reading mode to the book’s cover. 

 

 

B/W Nook Users 

1. Plug your Nook into your computer using a USB cable.   

Your Nook will appear in left column under Devices. 

2. In the Library View within Adobe Digital Editions, click the cover  

of the book you want to transfer and drag it down to your  

Nook in the left corner. 

 

Return an eBook Early: From the Library View within Adobe Digital Editions, right click on the cover of the 

book you wish to return and select Return Borrowed Item.  If a title has not yet been downloaded, it may be 

returned from the Loans page of the OverDrive catalog. 

Renew an eBook: The option to renew a title becomes available three days before the title is set to expire 

and appears under the title in your Loans. You can only use the renew feature once per title.  If other users 

are waiting you can Request the title which places you into the waiting list. 

Suspend a Hold: Holds may be Suspended in OverDrive using the Options drop-down on the Holds page 

of your account. They may be suspended for 7 day intervals up to 90 days, keeping you at the top of the list 

without expiration if you reach the top during the suspended period. 

Read eBooks in your Browser: You may also choose to read titles in your computer’s browser using the 

OverDrive Read format.  The Overdrive Read format opens a title in your browser which may be read on or 

offline until the browser is closed. You may open a title using the Overdrive Read option as many times as 

you wish. 

 

Note: Nook tablet users can download the OverDrive mobile app to access EPUB eBooks and MP3 

eAudiobooks. Please refer to the OverDrive app handout for detailed instructions.  

 

 

What are Online 
Resources? 


